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Can students wear face shields instead of masks? How will you ensure all 

students are wearing masks? 

Yes. According to the PA Secretary of Health’s Universal Face Covering Order, face shields are acceptable. 
While we prefer that students wear a mask, students can wear a face shield instead of a mask. We will provide 
masks to those that need a mask and we will work with students to provide mask breaks. Most importantly, we 
will remind students of the importance of the mask to ensure everyone is healthy and safe. 

Have staff been asked their level of comfortability with returning in person, and 

what parameters they would want in place to feel comfortable with it? 

Staff are in the process of completing a survey that asks a very similar question. 

Have you considered using outdoor space for classrooms? 

There is not enough space on our campuses to move all class outdoors at all times.. However, it is not 
uncommon for teachers to engage students in meaningful learning activities outdoors as long as social distancing 
is observed. 

How are you preparing teachers for virtual learning? 

Staff are being offered training over the summer (and will be compensated for participating) and more training 
will be completed the week before school begins. It will also continue throughout the school year. 

How can students continue to ensure their schedules/electives are selected? 

They should reach out to school counselors/administrators. 

How is the district ensuring its HVAC/ventilation systems are being analyzed to 

meet minimal requirements? 

Our facilities team is working through this and will ensure that best practices are followed. 

How will hand washing be incorporated throughout the day? 

We will ensure appropriate supplies to support healthy hygiene behaviors (e.g.,soap, hand sanitizer, paper towels, disinfectant wipes, 

and tissues) are available and strategically place supplies in areas where they may be frequently used. 
We will develop processes to frequently check and refill supplies at the point of use (e.g., hand sanitizer available near shared 

equipment, hand sanitizer near school building entrances/exits, etc.). 
Build routines of hand hygiene into the daily school schedule for all students and staff, including handwashing and sanitation breaks 

during or between classroom activities.  
Teach and reinforce handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds and/or the safe use of hand sanitizer Supervise 

the use of hand sanitizer by students. 
Reinforce handwashing during key times including but not limited to: arrival and dismissal; before, during, and after preparing or 

eating food; after using the bathroom; after blowing one’s nose, coughing, or sneezing; after touching objects with bare hands that have 

been handled by other people. 

 For classrooms that have sinks and bathrooms, handwashing time can be built into the student schedule, with students following hand 

washing steps previously taught and can review with signs or pictures above or near the sink areas. 

How will lunch be impacted? 

 If schools are providing an in-person experience, classrooms and all other common areas, including 
lunchrooms, must social distance at 6 feet. A robust cleaning protocol will be implemented prior to and after 
each lunch period. 

How will students be assessed in each of the models? How will baselines be 

determined and how will students show mastery of skills? 

Teachers will have the ability to administer assessments as part of the core curriculum in a virtual format. 
Teachers may also choose to differentiate the format in which they assess students and their mastery of skills 
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based on the needs of that student.  Examples of this may include project based assessments, the ability to 
communicate answers to test items orally, or other methods of assessment as determined by the teacher based on 
the content at hand and the needs of the student.  
Baselines for IEP goals will be reestablished within the first few weeks of the school year to determine where a 
student currently stands in relation to attainment of the specific goals.  IEP goals will be progress monitored 
according to the methods that are described in each measurable annual goal. Specific goals that are not able to be 
assessed virtually may need to be adjusted to reflect a system of measuring student skills that is relevant and can 
be completed virtually. 

How will students who have to visit the nurse on a regular basis (for things like 

medication) be separated from those showing potential Covid symptoms? 

Students showing Covid symptoms will be triaged in a separate area where they are not in close contact with any 
other students 

How will the District accommodate Special Education students with a hybrid or 

fully virtual model? 

The district will provide services virtually that reflect the supports and services outlined in each student’s IEP. 
Special education services that occur on a daily basis will be built into each student’s schedule. Related service 
providers who provide support according to the six day schedule or other structured schedule would reach out to 
students and families to coordinate times to provide their service.   
In a hybrid format, special education supports would follow the student’s schedule in either a face to face or 
virtual format, depending on the structure of the hybrid model.  In any format, the services provided will reflect 
what is documented in the student’s IEP. 

How will the District provide mental health support? 

For students with mental health support built into their IEP or Section 504 Service Agreement, services will be 
provided at the duration and frequency outlined in the IEP.  Depending on the format of school in the fall, these 
services may be provided either virtually or in school buildings. School counselors will also be available to 
provide mental health support to other students in need, and will be able to make recommendations and connect 
students and families with other resources as appropriate based on the individual needs of the student. 

How will the district provide opportunities for socialization at each level? 

We will work with our administrators, teachers, guidance staff and even secondary students to provide the best 
and safest ways possible for student socialization. 

How will the school district determine if it has to close and move to a fully virtual 

model? 

If there is an order from the Governor indicating schools should move to a virtual schedule and/or we are unable 
to observe 6 feet of social distancing, we will move to a virtual model. 

How will you distribute technology to students who didn’t receive it in the 

Spring? 

Our technology department will contact families. 

How will you ensure students continue to learn? 

Whether in-person or remote, our goal is to ensure more time on task for our students than we saw in the spring. 
CASD will be expected to comply with the PA Department of Education time requirements and, as such, 
students and teachers will follow their regular schedules. In addition, as the district transitions to a learning 
management system, we will continue to track student usage and determine the supports needed to keep them 
engaged and on track. 
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If we must be online, will the schedule follow the regular school day? 

We are developing schedules similar to the in-person school schedule but some modifications will occur. 

Isn’t wearing a mask all day unsafe? 

Wearing a mask can be challenging but it is not unsafe according to medical experts. 

Should parents provide their own transportation if possible? 

That would certainly help the district provide social distancing on buses. 

What do I need to do in order to homeschool my child? 

Information on home education programs can be found on the CASD website. Please click herewhich will take 
you to our Pupil Services page for this information 

What guidelines will the district follow in order to make decisions about student 

and staff safety? 

CASD will follow guidelines and considerations established by the numerous agencies and 
organizations, including the Chester County Department of Health. We are also working closely with 
other districts in the region to implement common protocols. It is, however, the responsibility of local 
school districts to determine what safety measures are reasonable and feasible.   

What is the commitment time for students choosing the Coatesville Cyber 

Academy option? 

We will ask students to commit for a semester so that we can provide adequate staffing and control of class 
sizes. 

What is the difference between the CASD’s virtual option and the Coatesville 

Cyber Academy option? 

CASD Virtual Option: Taught 
by CASD teachers 
CASD general education curriculum, with accommodations and modifications made as needed by CASD 
teachers. 
Course content, scope, and sequence aligned to CASD curriculum 
Daily synchronous (live) instruction provided by CASD teachers. 
Office hours provided by CASD teachers. 

Consultation and/or co-teaching by CASD teachers to support meeting student needs in the general 
education curriculum.  
As appropriate, direct, explicit instruction provided by a CASD special education teacher or related 

service provider related to student specific needs as outlined in the student’s Individualized Education Plan 
(IEP). 

Coatesville Cyber Academy: 

Taught by Pennsylvania certified teachers who work for the Chester County Intermediate Unit 
General education curriculum in partnership with Brandywine Virtual Academy (BVA,) with 
accommodations made by the general education teacher and a limited ability to modify content. 
Course content, scope, and sequence independent of CASD curriculum. 

Predominantly asynchronous instruction with office hours provided by teachers. 

Consultation by a BVA special education teacher. 

Direct instruction provided by a CASD special education teacher or related service provider related to 
student specific needs as per the student’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP). 

 Office hours with a BVA special education teacher, as required. 

https://www.casdschools.org/Page/7301
https://www.casdschools.org/Page/7301
https://www.casdschools.org/Page/7301
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For more information click here. 

What is the protocol for staff or students if they are exposed to a covid-positive 

person or test positive? 

We will be working with Chester County Department of Health to develop guidelines that are consistent across 
all districts in the county. 

What kinds of supplies can parents donate to schools to help (wipes, masks, etc.)? 

We are appreciative of the willingness of our community to support the health and safety of our community. In 
addition to masks and sanitizing hand wipes, small bottles of hand sanitizer would be extraordinarily helpful. 

What will your screening protocols look like for students coming into school each 

morning? 

We will ask parents and staff to self screen at home each morning and not to come to school/work if they are 
showing symptoms. This symptom screening tool will be provided by the Chester County Department of Health 
and is forthcoming. 

When will our community know the details of the plan for reopening schools for 

the 2020 - 2021 school year? 

Our preliminary Health Safety Plan for re-opening school will be presented publicly on July 28, and our 
School Board will consider the plan for approval. This plan will provide the details explaining the safe 
and reasonable procedures for students and staff to return to school.    

Will all the safety procedures in place for the reopening of school remain for the 

entire school year? 

Procedures such as frequent hand washing and staying home from school if you are sick are best 
practices that should remain across the school district. Other restrictions could possibly be eased 
depending upon relevant data and guidance at the time. 

Will children move to the art/music/gym for specials or will those teachers come 

to them? 

Students will participate in related arts classes in an environment that is most conducive to social distancing.  Art 
and music will be held in the homeroom class while PE will be outside or in the gymnasium. 

Will sanitizer/wipes be available for all staff regardless of the model chosen? 

Yes. 

Will students receive synchronous (live) or asynchronous (recorded/flexible) 

instruction with the district’s online option? 

Coatesville teachers will provide both live and recorded instruction. Teachers will be available by phone/email 
to students during office hours. 

Will the school district try to prepare students for a different kind of school day, 

given that some social distancing and some mask-wearing will be in place? 

Yes. The district will actively work to prepare and acclimate students, and make the return to school as 
positive as possible. We will be sensitive to the mental and emotional health needs and concerns of 
our students and families. 

https://www.casdschools.org/cyber
https://www.casdschools.org/cyber
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Will you hold additional parent meetings before the final plan is voted upon? 

Can questions be submitted during the meeting? 

While we will not hold additional meetings, comments can be made during the Board meeting on Tuesday, July 
28, 2020. In addition, the email address casdreturns@casdschools.org was created to receive questions from the 
CASD community. 

Will you keep students in cohort groups? 

Elementary students will spend the day with peers in their homeroom. 6th and 7th grade students will spend the 
day with peers on their team. The 6th and 7th grade centers have three teams.  
Due to the various AP, Honors, and electives offered at the intermediate and senior high school, students will be 
in classes with peers that have selected the same courses of study. They will not be in cohorts. 

Will you separate student belongings in classroom cubbies? 

We have been advised by the Chester County Health Department the chances of transmitting Covid through 
these items being in close proximity or touching each other is very minimal. We do not plan to stop the use of 
cubbies. 

Will you still provide transportation for private schools? 

No. We will not be providing transportation for private schools. 

Will you still run fall sports? 

As of July 23, 2020, PIAA athletics remain operational. 


